As | sat to pen the article, my pen turned to me and said, “make sure you do your best, as you
are about to reveal one of the most precious gems - one of the strong pillars who mounded this
Talented Bankers group itself from the scratch to the jumbo talent treasure it is today.

Yes, today’s Talented Banker is none other than the multitalented,

Gayathry TR

State Bank of India
Techno valley Branch
Thiruvananthapuram

Her father, Sri. Ramaswamy, is an lIT Chennai alumni who worked with the Central Government
department and several software companies, and retired as the HOD at ASIET. Her mother, Smt.
Ananthalekshmi, retired after working in the insurance sector for 38 years. Gayathry was born in
Ernakulam and she has a sister, Radhika. Presently, Gayathry is settled in Thiruvananthapuram
with her husband , Sri. Sivaram, who is a software professional.

Gayathry did her schooling at the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Kochi. She then pursued BTech in ECE
from the SREE Narayana Gurukulam College of Engineering, Kolenchery. In 2009, she joined the
State Bank of Travancore, right after her graduation, the SBT recruitment interview being on the
same day as her final BTech examination.

She has been prodigious with languages from a very young age. Even at the age of 9, her
teachers noticed that her writings were perfect. She remembers being assigned by her English
teacher with the task of correcting the notebooks of her classmates.

She has been a voracious reader since childhood, regularly devouring two books a day, despite
her parents’ efforts to restrict so that she would focus more on studies.

Her passion for writing is evident in the introduction points she shared with me for preparing
the article. For a moment, | doubted if it was me writing the article or her! Since her school days,
her poems and articles found their way into the pages of the Hindu Young World.

She won many prizes while at school, for various competitions held for Gita chanting, English
and Hindi poetry recitation, story writing, poetry writing, drawing and painting.

She won a prize at the All India Colour Contest in painting while at primary school- this opened
to her the gate to the world of colours...

While at college, she was encouraged by her friends to participate in the tech fest, and Voila!
She won the first prize in the technical quiz and English story writing. Academically, she had
always been good, and every time the topper in the languages.

On joining the State Bank of Travancore, her marketing skill was noticed and specifically
complemented by the interview board and she was thus posted in the marketing department.
With her fabulous marketing team, she could work in liaison with more than 40 branches of the



zone, and their team bagged the first prize in the whole Bank.

When mobile banking campaign was introduced, she was given a team of Probationary Officers
with whom she visited various organizations to give presentations on the same. She was also
given the task of popularizing the same among the staff and core customers of different
branches. Knowing the pros and cons of the app, she submitted a 10-page long article to her
then Regional Manager, including suggestions for methods to popularize the app, suggestions of
improvements by customers and difficulties faced by the branch staff. It turned out to be a
pleasant surprise when the same got published as a circular a few months later, exactly as she
had written it.

Also she got handpicked as one of the 10 among the entire staff to represent the bank at the
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas held in Kochi and she directly worked alongside the top management at
that time, receiving compliments from them as well.

She was also selected to be the protocol officer when the bank was hosting the parliamentary
committee.

She was a regular at the bank fests and have won a long list of prizes at the zonal level including
sports and literary events.

She has also won prizes at the district TOLIC competitions for several events, for four years
consecutively. She has prepared graphic design for posters and presentations of the Bank’s
products to be displayed at schools and the head office on special occasions.

She is passionate about photography, art, languages, archaeology, history and travel and her
favourites are from the Renaissance period. She learnt carnatic music for four years as a child
and then resumed a small bit after joining bank too. She loves traveling.

She proudly says that she dedicates all her creative passions to the encouragement received
from her family, friends, teachers, colleagues and bosses.

She has dabbled in fabric painting, glass painting, decoupage ,nail art and loved making large
rangolis ever since she was a kid, inspired by her grandmother.

She began using professional tools for art and exploring different artforms when she recreated a
mural painting of Lord Ganesha which her husband saw at an exhibition, craved to buy but got
already sold out. She had indeed given him a befitting birthday gift.

He then encouraged her to explore traditional artforms like Tanjore painting,Persian art,
Meenakari painting which would sometimes take months using plain acrylic and watercolors on
canvas, and digital painting which could be done in a single day.

As aptly mentioned by our Swapnaraj sir, she is a straightforward person, a member of the
admin panel of the Travancore Bankers Team as well as our Talented Bankers Team.



She was part of the core Talented Bankers team when it was formed and she regularly
translated the articles on our Talented Bankers. She co hosted the first meet of our group, and
coordinated the performers, scheduling their performances and handled the backstage for the
second meet. She also displayed her precious Tanjore paintings for the exhibition at the Aluva
meet. In short, she was the heart and soul of our group for quite a long while.

Right now, she is on sabbatical leave, focussed on her precious bundle of joy, the cutie pie
Meenakshy.

We wish Gayathry and her wonderful family all happiness and prosperity, and are eagerly
waiting to see and experience her creativity again.

Original Article: Arya Gayathry, State Bank of India, Pallickal Branch
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